
 Helpful tips to protect yourself 
Do not pay for federal government application forms — forms are free and can be 

 downloaded online at:uscis.gov/forms 
 *

 *

 *

 *

Do not give original documents - you should give copies instead 

Do not sign any blank or incomplete forms, or documents that you do not fully 
 understand 

Get copies of documents prepared for you and anything you sign 

 Notario Fraud:
 What you need to know

 Notario fraud refers to immigration legal services-related
 scams by non-attorneys who falsely claim that they are
 qualified to give legal advice on the topic of immigration. 

 Individuals who are involved in these scams are sometimes
 known as                                   in Spanish-speaking communities,
 immigration "brokers," immigration "consultants," or
 "accountants" providing immigration legal advice. 

 Notario fraud can lead to missed deadlines, incorrect forms, and false claims on legal forms, among
 other issues, that can jeopardize the immigration status of an individual, potentially resulting in
 criminal liability and deportation.

 Immigration legal services fraud, more broadly, can also be committed by attorneys.

 What is notario fraud?What is notario fraud?

 How can I avoid notarioHow can I avoid notario  
 fraud?fraud?

 Only licensed attorneys and individuals accredited by
 the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) or organizations
 recognized by the DOJ are able to provide immigration
 legal advice. 

 DOJ accredited representatives and recognized organizations
 are qualified to represent their clients before the Board of
 Immigration Appeals just like an attorney would.

 To prevent committing a crime and/or jeopardizing your immigration status, make sure to reach
 out to a trusted, licensed immigration attorney or accredited representative or organization. 

 To confirm that your immigration attorney is a licensed attorney in the State of California
 and to review their disciplinary records, visit the California State Bar website at:
 members.calbar.ca.gov/fal/membersearch/quicksearch.

 To confirm that your immigration legal services provider is a DOJ accredited representative or
 recognized organization, visit the DOJ - Executive Office for Immigration Review website at:
 justice.gov/eoir/recognition-accreditation-roster-reports .

 DOJ provides a list of legal services providers that have been disbarred or are under disciplinary
 action at: justice.gov/eoir/list-of-currently-disciplined-practitioners.

 notarios públicos 

 uscis.gov/forms

http://members.calbar.ca.gov/fal/LicenseeSearch/QuickSearch?ResultType=0&SearchType=0&SoundsLike=False
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognition-accreditation-roster-reports
http://justice.gov/eoir/list-of-currently-disciplined-practitioners
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/all-forms
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Ask for a written receipt that includes the name and address of the provider 

 Avoid providers that tell you they have connections with certain people in a 
 government agency that can help expedite the processing ofyour forms 

 Ask for a written agreement or confirmation that describes the services to be 
 provided and is signed by the provider - read the agreement before signing it, 
 and keep a signed copy for your records 

 Where can I find a lawyer or accredited representative near me?Where can I find a lawyer or accredited representative near me?
 To find immigration legal services providers, you may visit national databases available online

 such as the following:
 U.S. Department of Justice at 
 justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers

 Immigration Advocates Network at
 immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/

 American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) at
 ailalawyer.com

 To find trusted non-profit organizations that provide immigration legal services to Angelenos,
 visit the Legal Service Providers section of the Community Resource Guide for Immigrant
 Angelenos. You may find this guide in multiple languages at the bottom of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s
 Immigration webpage located at lamayor.org/Immigration.

 What can I do if I or someone I know has been a victim of immigrationWhat can I do if I or someone I know has been a victim of immigration
 legal services fraud?legal services fraud?

 If you or someone you know may have been a victim of immigration legal services fraud, you can
 file a report with:

 Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office 
 Consumer and Workplace Protection Unit: (213) 978-8070
 To file an online complaint, visit
 lacityattorney.org/consumercomplaints.

 Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office
 Consumer Protection Division:
 (213) 257-2450

 Los Angeles County Department of Consumer and Business Affairs 
 Toll-Free Hotline: (800) 593-8222 
 To file an online complaint, visit iddweb.isd.lacounty.gov/dca_ecomplaint/.

 State of California Department of Justice 
 Public Inquiry Unit: (916) 210-6276 or Toll-Free Hotline: (800) 952-5225 
 To file an online complaint, visit oag.ca.gov/contact/consumer-complaint-against-business-or-company.

 Federal Trade Commission
 Toll-Free Hotline:   (877) 382-4357 
 To file an online complaint, visit reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/assistant.

 State Bar of California  
 Attorney Complaint Hotline: (800) 843-9053
 To file an online complaint about an attorney, visit apps.calbar.ca.gov/complaint/Standard/Index.
 To file an online complaint about a non-attorney, visit apps.calbar.ca.gov/complaint/Upl/Index.

 For additional information and resources, please visit our Notario Fraud webpage at

 StepForward.lacity.org/notario_fraud.
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